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Audible Audio Edition

Listening Length: 1 hourÃ‚Â andÃ‚Â 59 minutes

Program Type: Audiobook

Version: Unabridged

Publisher: Audible Studios

Audible.com Release Date: December 15, 2009

Language: English

ASIN: B0030V51JQ

Best Sellers Rank:   #113 inÃ‚Â Books > Audible Audiobooks > Children's Books > Biographies &

History   #113 inÃ‚Â Books > Audible Audiobooks > Children's Books > Nonfiction

My 4th grader enjoyed this book and so did I! She read it for her summer reading requirement. I

thought it was appropriate for a fourth grader and very informative.

I have been reading this with my seven year old and they love it. It is interesting, has a lot of period

pictures and doesn't seem to have a strong political leaning in either direction.

His books are always good and also the transaction

Good reading!

Great primary resources. Right on reading grade level. Goes right along with everything we are

talking about. My students were about to make so many connections to other books and activities

with this book.

Great book on history! Teen daughter learned a lot for her history class!

Great!



This book may be aimed at young readers between 9 and 12 years old, yet readers of any age can

benefit from Russell Freedman's basic yet very informative look at the writing of the Declaration of

Independence and the events and ideas that helped shape it. Opening with the exciting story of the

Boston Tea Party, Freedman walks the reader through the series of events leading up to the start of

the Revolutionary War and America's formal declaration of independence from the English

government. After a quick summary of American history up to the crucial events of the 1770s,

Freedman describes the range of taxes, burdens, and laws that the British Crown and Parliament

forced on its increasingly recalcitrant colonies. The words of such men as Thomas Paine and

Patrick Henry are once again called upon to reveal the unquenchable thirst for freedom which would

help convince a divided population to take up arms in defense of a new, independent

nation.Freedman then presents a wonderful summary of the early skirmishes and battles of the

Revolutionary War: the Boston Massacre, the Battles of Lexington and Concord, the Battle of

Bunker Hill (Breed's Hill), the ill-fated (and very poorly planned) attack on Quebec, the English naval

bombardment of coastal towns such as Charlestown, Massachusetts and Charleston, South

Carolina, etc. Against this backdrop of burgeoning military conflict stands the work of the First and

Second Continental Congresses, and Freedman provides an excellent assessment of the

differences of opinion that had to be ironed out before America dared claim her independence.

Freedman does an especially nice job of showing how the events of the first skirmishes of the war

affected the thinking of Continental Congress delegates. He closes with a discussion of the

Declaration of Independence, imparting the true significance and provocative importance of this

document too easily taken for granted today.Freedman does not cover the events of the

Revolutionary War after July 1776, but he does devote a chapter to an informed discussion of the

legacy of the Declaration of Independence, discussing its relevance to later issues such as the

emancipation of the slaves, women's suffrage, and the civil rights movements. He shows just how

significant and visionary the document remains to this very day and gives readers the chance to

read it in its entirety. He closes with a chronology of important events and a bibliography featuring

recommendations to adults as well as children for future reading. Packed with wonderful prints and

illustrations, Give Me Liberty! The Story of the Declaration of Independence offers readers a concise

yet highly informative look at the document that defines the United States of America.
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